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Media Webquest 
Directions: Using the link to research the following topics about media. 
1. According to your text, what is the role of the mass media? (p. 198)
2. What might be one pro and con of the five forms of mass media? (207-214)
	
	Pro
	Con

	Television
	
	

	Newspaper
	
	

	Radio
	
	

	Magazines
	
	

	Internet
	
	


3. According to the Pew Center for Journalistic Excellence’s infographic what implications can be made about the use of the internet and following the news? 
4. Does this have any implication about the quality of the news that the public is getting? 

5. Define media conglomerate and newspaper chains/syndicate.

6. Find an example of a newspaper chain on this website. How many local papers does the parent corporation own?

7. At the website freepress.net, spend some time brushing up on media conglomerates. You can click on the names of the parent companies to get an idea of what different media outlets they own. List three surprising media parent/subsidiary relationships you learn. 

8. What impact does the ownership have on the quality of news that you receive? 
9. Journalists frequently talk about gatekeepers, who perform newsworthiness tests on the things that are given air time in media. Provide two examples of a gatekeeper.
10. Watch this short video. How do gatekeepers influence what you consume as news? How do they insert bias into your experience? 
11. Look at this website to understand the different types of bias. Explain each one. 
	Bias by omission


	

	Bias by selection of sources
	

	Bias by story selection


	

	Bias by placement


	

	Bias by labeling


	

	Bias by spin


	



12. Finally, briefly skim through these two pages from the Pew Center for Excellence in Journalism. The first one discusses community media sources, the second is about how candidates use the web, and the final one is about the Tone of the media in the 2012 Campaign. Answer he following questions: Has changes to media improved your ability to understand complex stories or issues in our world today? Do you think it has improved for every American? Why or why not? 
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