Campaign Finance Regulations, November 2015 Update
   Main Resource: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2011/10/17/us/politics/a-guide-to-political-donations.html?ref=politics
	Campaign Finance Vehicles for Donating Money
	Explanation
	Government Agency in Charge of Regulation
	Contribution Limits
	Limits On How the Group can Use the Money
	Are Donors Disclosed?

	Hard Money
	Money donated directly to a candidate 
	Federal Election Commission (F.E.C.)
	$2,600 (indexed to inflation)
	Money can used to directly support or oppose a candidate running for office
	YES, to the F.E.C.

	Soft Money
	A contribution given to political parties for “party building activities”. Since 2002’s Bipartisan Campaign Finance Reform Act, soft money contributions for federal elections are PROHIBITED.
	Federal Election Commission (F.E.C.)
	Currently, no amount of money can be donated via soft money contributions
	Not applicable
	Not applicable

	Federal 
Political Action Committee (PAC)
	PACs organized by interest groups pool contributions from members or employees to give to candidates or parties; members and employees choose to donate or not donate
	Federal Election Commission (F.E.C.)
	Individuals can give $5,000 per year; Corporations cannot contribute
	Can give $5,000 per election to a candidate, $5,000 per year to another PAC, $15,000 to a party PAC
	YES, to the F.E.C.

	527 Groups
(Independent Expenditure)
	Nonprofit, tax-exempt groups that raise unlimited funds from individuals, corporations and unions to expressly advocate for or against federal candidates


	Internal Revenue Service (I.R.S.)
	Unlimited
	CANNOT give to a candidate or to a PAC, and CANNOT coordinate with parties or candidates
	Must disclose donors to the I.R.S., though not as frequently than groups reporting to the F.E.C.

	501 Groups aka “Non Profits”
(Independent Expenditure)
	Nonprofit, tax-exempt groups can engage in varying amounts of political activity, but it CANNOT be their main function
	Internal Revenue Service (I.R.S.)
	Unlimited
	CANNOT give to candidate or to a PAC; CANNOT coordinate with parties or candidates
	For the most part, NO

	Super PACs
(Independent Expenditure)

	Newest kind of PAC that pays for communications that are NOT coordinated with parties or candidates; CAN advocate for or against a candidate by name
	Federal Election Commission (F.E.C.)
	Unlimited 
	CANNOT give to candidate or to a PAC; CANNOT coordinate with parties or candidates
	Yes, to the F.E.C.
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The Similarities & Differences of Campaign Donation Vehicles 
Name: _________________________
   Date: _________
Directions: Use your resources to compare the similarities and differences of the different campaign donation vehicles.

Set 1

	Distinguishing Factors of

501 Groups (non profits)
	List their 

SIMILARITIES
	Distinguishing Factors of

Super PACs

	
	
	


Set 2

	Distinguishing Factors of

Super PACs
	List their 

SIMILARITIES
	Distinguishing Factors of

PACs

	
	
	



Video Questions: The Cost of Campaigns



Name: ____________________
Date: ________
Directions: As you view this short documentary, answer the questions below. Your answers will be a great study tool for future assessments!
Part 1: Watergate and Nixon (1970s)
1. Why were many corporations secretly donating money to President Nixon’s 1972 re-election campaign? (2 reasons mentioned)
2. Because of shady activities of Nixon’s re-election committee, what law was passed in 1974?
Part 2: The Days of Soft Money (1980s & 1990s)
3. Describe how soft money donations worked.
4. Why did President Clinton allow people to “sleep over” at the White House?
5. Is the following statement TRUE or FALSE? If the statement is false, fix the statement to make it valid:  The Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 (aka the McCain-Feingold Bill) eliminated the soft money loophole.
Part 3: The Supreme Court’s Role in Campaign Finance Laws
6. Is the following statement TRUE or FALSE? If the statement is false, fix the statement to make it valid: The Citizens United decision allows people to donate unlimited amounts of money to candidates.
7. Which one of these outside groups must disclose who donates money to them?

____ Super PACs

or 

____ Nonprofits/Trade Associations [501c’s]
Part 4: Summing up the Arguments For/Against Campaign Donations
8. List the main argument each side uses to support their view.
	List the main argument in support of LIMITING money’s influence in elections.
	List the main argument in support of EXPANDING money’s influence in elections.

	
	



Campaign Finance Reform in the United States of America

     Name: __________________________    Pd. __
Assignment Overview: Follow the hyperlinks below to help you answer each question. You will discover how laws, scandals, and court decisions have helped limit money’s powerful influence in politics.
Timeline Questions:

1. What year was the Tillman Act passed? How did the Tillman Act affect the financing of political campaigns? 

2. Describe the most important legal provisions of the Federal Elections Campaign Act (FECA) of 1971.

3. What caused the changes to FECA in 1974? List the changes made to FECA in 1974.

4. How did the Supreme Court case Buckley v. Valeo (1976) affect campaign finance reform?

5. Describe the most important legal provisions of the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act (2002) aka ‘McCain-Feingold Act’.

6. How did the Supreme Court case McConnell v. FEC (2003) change the ‘McCain-Feingold Act’?

7. Explain how the Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission (2010) expands the ability for more money (video) to affect elections. 
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